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FOR THE FRIEND. 
THE SPIRIT OF THE INQUISITION. 
(Continued from p. 354.) 

The expectation entertained by Dellon of a 
speedy audience, at which he might have an 
opportunity of making a full confession, and 
of thus entitling himself to the release promised 
upon such a condition, tended at first in some 
measure to qualify the irksomeness of his soli- 
tude. At the end of the second week, he 
was conducted, with bare head and feet, into 
the presence of the inquisitor, in the same 
hallin which he had been first received. His 
treatment was not marked by any want of 
civility. Having fallen on his knees, he was 
directed to rise and seat himself. An oath 
was then administered, binding him to truth and 
secrecy ; and he was told that the judge 
was ready to listen to his confession. With 
the utmost unreservedness and humility he re- 
lated and condemned all those offences of his 
past life, having reference to his present con- 
dition, which the reflection of his solitude, 
sharpened by his eagerness for liberty, had en- 
abled him to call te mind. His supposed he- 


'. resy upon the subject of baptism, and the vari- 


ous instances of his disregard for the sanctity | demanded an audience ; and at the expiration 
of images, were especially remembered ; but!of a month from his last examination was 


unfortunately, his bold condemnation of the 


inquisition, as it was uttered in a moment of | 


excitement, and had been forgotten when the 
excitement passed away, did not now present 
itself to his recollection; and his confession 
was, therefore, incomplete. 


his signature to a paper ——s his decla- 


After affixing) 


him as the condition of release, he could look 
forward only to an indefinite continuance of 
his wearisome solitude. To his young, active, 
and social spirit, the prospect was utterly in- 
supportable. His nights became sleepless, 
his days were passed in alternate tears and 
frenzy, and in the agony of his despair death 
appeared a desirable refuge. With the view 
of self-destruction, he entirely abstained from 
nourishment for several days, contriving to 
deceive the vigilance of his guards, who, if 
their suspicions had been roused, would have 
complied with the rules of the establishment 
in compelling him by blows to take sufficient 
food for his sustenance. The bodily weakness 
to which long fasting reduced him, seems to 
have had the effect of calming the violence of 
his mental excitement ; and the happy reflec- 
tion at length occurred, that his present suf- 
fermgs might be a judgment from heaven for 
his sins, and designed, in the councils of a merci- 
ful Providence, to recall him to a proper sense of 
his spiritual state. Prayers for the divine 
pardon and assistance, succeeding to his for- 
mer frenzy, contributed still further to tran- 
quillize his mind. In a review which he now 
took of his whole course of conduct at Da- 
maun, it happened, either from the greater 
strictness of his scrutiny, or purely from ac- 
cident, that the conversation relative to the 
Inquisition in which he had acted soimprudent 
a part, recurred to his memory. Thus pos- 
sessed, as he supposed, of the key which was 
to unlock his prison door, he immediately 


again conducted before the inquisitors. His 
confession was quickly made ; but it was not 
the will of his judge that he should escape so 
easily ; and although, as he afterwards learned, 
no other transgressions than those of which 
he had now accused himself, had been alleged 


|against him, yet he was coolly told that he 


ration as taken down by the secretary, he was| had not confessed all, and to his utter disap- 


much to his surprise and regret informed, that 
he had not yet told all which was expected 


imprisonment, the inquisition would merci- 
fully give him an opportunity of relenting, if 
his omission was voluntary, or of a stricter 
self-examination, if it proceeded from forget- 
fulness. But all his efforts to recall further 


transgressions were fruitless ; and when sum-} 


moned, at the expiration of another tedious 
period of two weeks, before the tribunal, he 
was compelled to reply to the repeated ques- 
tions, and exhortations to confess which were 
urged upon him, that he had tasked his me- 
mory in vain for facts which he had not pre- 
viously detailed. Again remanded to his cell, 


he abandoned himself to. grief and des- 
pondency. 


As impossibilities were exacted of 


| pointment was ordered back into confinement. 


a) On former occasions his declaration had been 
from him, and that by a prolongation of his| 


written by the secretary, and regularly signed 
|by himself before his dismissal: as it was at 


no record of the transaction, his signature was) 
dispensed with. 

Notwithstanding his late religion impres- 
sions, when he beheld himself again shut up} 
in his cell, and cut off even fvm the consola- 
tion of hope, his mind reyetted to the idea of 
self-destruction. Conceving, wh a perver- 
sion of judgment whch bordered closely on 
insanity, that if he could attain his end by the 
instrumentality of others, he should be less 
guilty in the eye of heaven than by committing 
suicide with his own hand, he feigned sickness, 
and requested aid of a native surgeon. 





present the policy of the inquisitors to preserve/ was again leit to perfect solitude. 


system agitated by despair and madness, it 
was not difficult to discover the symptoms of 
fever ; and repeated bleedings were a remedy 
which, under similar circumstances, might 
have been resorted to by a wiser practitioner 
than the ignorant Indian to whose care he 
was committed. By privately removing the 
bandage from his arm after each operation, 
and allowing the blood to flow freely for a 
considerable time, he succeeded at length in 
so far exhausting his strength, as to be con- 
vinced that recovery was impossible. But as 
his body weakened, his mind acquired its 
usual tone ; and the dread of future punish- 
ment for an unrepented crime, began to out- 
weigh the evils of his present situation. In 
this state of feeling it was no difficult task 
for a confessor, whom in his supposed ex- 
tremity he had consented to see, and to whom 
he had revealed his plan of self-destruction, to 
prevail on him to renounce his sinful project, 
and to co-operate in whatever measures might 
be thought necessary for the restoration of his 
health. As the designs of his enemies did 
not extend to his life, he received every atten- 
tion and assistance which could facilitate his 
recovery, and was even allowed the solace of 
a companion in his cell. ‘Though his fellow- 
prisoner was an ignorant Indian, accused of 
magic, with whom if free he could have bad no 
feelings or sentiments in common whic’ Would 
have led to intercourse, yet so strong Were his 
social propensities, that he exper’nced even 
in the society of this man a chann which ren- 
dered existence no longer a burthen. For 
five months during which they were shut up 
together, he continued to enjoy comparative 
mental tranquillity, and at the end of this time 
found his bodily strength re-established. The 
object for which the indulgence Was granted 
bemg now obtained, its contipaance was deem- 
ed by the inquisitors 2 Svour beyond his 
claims. The conscienc¢ Of the holy father, 
which shrunk from tle responsibility of fatal 
consequences, ever though indirectly induced, 
permitted, perhap® demanded the denial of a 
comfort withour Which life ceased to be desi- 

The "dian being removed, Dellon 
This had 
its usu2i effect upon his mind. His feelings 
became insupportably distressing ; and suicide 
again presented itself to his despair as his 

only refuge. Contriving to sharpen against 

the stone walls of his cell one of those pieces 
of gold which he had succeeded in concealing 
about his person, he attempted to open with 
it the arteries of his arms: but either from 
the dulness of the instrument, or failure of 
resolution, he penetrated no deeper than the 
veins. The blood, however, flowed so freely 

that he fainted and fell senseless on the floor 


rable. 


In a| Fortunately the guards, at this véry juncture, 
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though not the usual time of their approach, 
entered his cell upon some ordinary errand. 
Observing his alarming condition, they sum- 
moned the requisite assistance, and by tying| 
up his wounds, and using proper remedies, | 
were able to rescue him from the miserable 
fate which seemed to await him. When suf- 
ficiently revived, he was carried before the 
inquisitors, who, not satisfied with reproaches, 


that being thus deprived of the power of in-| 
juring himself he should be taken back to his| 
prison. ‘This harshness of treatment served 
only to irritate his despair into absolute mad- 
ness. Notwithstanding the debility produced 
by the loss of blood, he threw himself from his | 
bed upon the floor, struck his head repeatedly 
and forcibly against the wall, and struggled 
with so much violence, that if not restrained, | 
he would probably hive soon extricated him- 





self from his bonds, and completed his design | cusation and sentence had been read by one of} jess have been, both in ancie 


upon his life. 
thus found to be unavailing, it was resolved to| 
try the effect of soothing treatment. His 
irons were removed; deceitful hopes of a 
speedy release were held out to him ; the = 
which long-suffering had rendered hateful to 
his sight was changed for another unconnect 





with the same gloomy associations ; and he 
was again allowed the society of a fellow 
prisoner. By these means the gloom which 
had gathered so deeply over his mind was 
gradually dissipated, and he slowly regained as 
much strength of body as was compatible with 
his sedentary habits. He seems by this time to 
have passed through that mental seasoning, 
which, like the diseases by which the frame is 
hardened to new and unhealthy climates, is 
a necessary attendant upon any great and| 
violent change in our mode of life. Habit fa-| 
milianzed him with his deprivations; and during | 
the remainder of his imprisonment, which was| 
long prowacted, he was able to resist the| 
temptationsto suicide by which he had been| 
30 strongly beset at an earlier period. | 

te had been eighteen months in the inqui-| 
sition when he was summoned to his fourth | 
regular audience. Having replied to the usual] 
demand of confession, that he could remember 


nothing more than he had before declared, he 
was now for the 


account of the charges upon which he had 
been arrested, ana Was at present confined. | 
His conversation On he subject of baptism, | 
and the repeated instances of his dis 





respect for| 


images, were, as he had anticipated, among! account of his trial with which, in compliance | 


these charges; but after what had passed at| 
his last hearing before the ejbunal. | 


© was| furnished upon his dismissal, though the other} 


surprised to learn that he was also accused 
having spoken with contempt of the inquisition 
ind its officers; and his surprise was aot a! 
ittle increased when he heard alleged against) 
him the heinous crime of irreverent discourse | 
relative to the sovereign pontiff, and the papal | 
withority. The accusations having been read,| 
he was told that they had all been established 
by satisfactory evidence ; that his obstinacy in 
refusing to confess, notwithstanding so many | 
delays and warnings, was a certain proof that| 
he had entertained the pernicious design of 
teaching and fomenting heresy ; and finally, 
that he had incurred excommunication and | 


confiscation of his goods, and was himself to 
be delivered over to the secular arm to receive 
the punishment of death due to his crimes. 
Roused by such manifest injustice, and appre- 
hending even the flames less than a continu- 
ance of his slavery, he boldly answered, that, | 


acquirements, and capable of directing all its 
energies to the elucidation of scriptural truth, 
and to the enforcement of it upon the con- 
science." Among the specimens, our atten- 
tion was particularly fixed upon two of them. 
The first is an eloquent and powerful appeal 
however indiscreet he may have been, his inten-|to the understanding and the heart, on a sub- 
tions had never been criminal ; that so far from| ject of the deepest interest to man! The Chris- 


‘of|charges were stated at full length, this was 


| propagating heresy, he had in many instances 
ordered that his arms should be shackled, and | strenuously defended the Catholic faith against | 


unbelievers, and would appeal to his confessors 
for the orthodoxy of his sentiments ; that 


which, when he had declared it months before, 
had been treated as a trifle; that he did 
remember ever to have expressed himself ir- 
reverently of the pope, but was ready, when- 
ever the particulars might be stated, to confess 
the truth freely, and with good faith. His ac- 


as to! 
| his disrespect towards the inquisition, he was! 
|astonished to find that magnified into a crime, 


| tian Transformation. 


“ And now I would beseech you to meditate deep- 
on the glorious philosophy of this holy doctrine, 
which is still a stumbling-block to the Hebrew, and 
which was once foolisliness to the Greek. 

| “* The sages of classical times had lofty visions of 
| the grandeur and dignity of man. It seemed to be 
| but a light thing to them to raise him to the rank of 


ily 





not} @ divinity ; for in their esteem, no deity was so great 


asthe adept in their own doctrines. And others, 
again, there were, who looked on little besides the 
baseness and the misery of man ; who laughed at his 
hopes and aspirations, and consigned him, like a brute, 
to the dominion of his lusts. And some there doubt- 
nt and in modern days, 


As rigorous measures were|the subordinate officers of the inquisition. The} whose thoughts have been upon the rising between 


inquisitor himself now spoke, rebuking him for|the depths of man’s abasement, and the giddiest 


his impudence in asserting 
he had never made, but informing him, never- 
theless, that he should still be allowed time to 
recollect his offensive language against the 
holy see, and thus have an opportunity, by ac- 
cusing himself, of escaping the last penalty 
which the law could inflict. It was not with- 
out difficulty that Dellon restrained himself 
from opprobrious expressions and even per- 
sonal violence against his tormentor at this in- 
sulting speech: but fortunately he was hurried 
away to his cell before his wrath had swelled 
beyond the bounds of forbearance. There can 
be no doubt that his former confession had 
been purposely left unrecorded, in order that 
a pretext might be afforded for prolonging his 
imprisonment: and it is not improbable that 
the accusation relative to the pope was a pure 
invention, intended to entangle him in an ac- 
knowledgement which it was hoped his eager- 
ness for liberty might induce, and which, if 
made, would justify in the eyes of the catholic 
world the sufferings which he had already ex- 
perienced in his long imprisonment, and the 


a confession which heights of his vast capacity ; but they have found no 


rest from that ceaseless and unquiet flight : and they 
have brought back with them nothing but cheerless 
surmises, and scornful doubts, respecting the destiny 
of this strange being— half deity, half dust !’ 

*“ The Gospel alone contains the wisdom which is 
able to comprehend these heights and depths. It is 
this wisdom alone, which can span the vast interval 
between the extremes of man’s sublimity, and man’s 
degradation. The wisdom of revelation proclaims 
to man, that he is vile and abject; and yet she bids 
him aspire to a transformation into the likeness of 
the Deity. She sometimes speaks of him as resem- 
bling the beasts that perish; at others, she extols 
him as little lower than the angels, and as crowned 
with glory and honour. At one time, she seems to 
spurn him as an impure and worthless thing; at 
another, she enjoins him to present himself as an 
acceptable sacrifice to the living God. On the one 
hand, she points to the abyss of his corruptions; on 
the other, she discloses to him the eternal counsels 
of the Father, and the inestimable obedience of the 
Son, and the gracious work of the sanctifying Spirit, 
all conspiring for his deliverance ; angels prepared 
to triumph and rejoice in his return; the blessed 
company of heaven impatient for his restoration. 
And thus it is that she impresses that lowliness of 
spirit, which * whispers out of the dust ;* and thus, 
too, it is that she inspires that elation of heart, 


heavy penalty which it was the intention of his} which lifts up the song of thanksgiving even to the 


persecutors that he should yet undergo. That! 
such was the case inay be inferred from the} 


first time favoured with an| fact, that having failed at repeated interviews, | inhabiteth Eternity.’ ” 


to which the prisoner was called during the| 
following month, to elicit any confession cor- 
respondent with their wishes, they at last | 
abandoned the accusation ; and in the written | 


with a regulation of the inquisition, he was 


altogether omitted. 
i To be continued. } 
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FOR THE 
‘ Phe sumber of the “ Christian Observer” 
for June, just recelvad, contains a review of 
two volumes of discouwes, by C. W. Le Bas, 

‘y" . - : 

A.M. The author IS Pleised, and, from the 
specimens given, we think justs;, for his nervous 
style, splendid imagery, and energetic reason- 
ing. “He brings to the work (says the re- 
viewer) a mind richly stored with Viberal 


FRIEND. 


| throne of God. 


She gives to man ‘ a contrite heart 
and broken spirit ;’ and it is even thus that she makes 
him a fit abode for ‘the High and Holy One that 
pp. 62—64. 


The other passage marked for selection, is 
from a discgurse, the subject of which is, “ The 
Word made Flesh,’ and the course recom- 
mended, is far more in character with that 
profound humility and reverential fear, the ap- 
propriate clothing of a finite creature, in re- 
ference to infinite perfection, and His great 
plan of rederfiption, than the frontless audacity, 
with which some persons in this day of boasted 
light and liberty, approach its sublime myste- 
ries. 

“ If there be any present, who ever find themselves 
molested by doubts respecting the true and divine 
nature of ‘the Word,’ whose glory shone full upon 
the mind of the Apostle, when he opened his Gospe! 
in the language we have been considering : 1 would 
affectionately offer them the same counsel, which 
was once offered to a person labouring under un- 
certainty on the same subject. Let such persons 
take the Gospel of St. John, and peruse it, with 
humble, devout, and unwearied prayer from the be- 
| ginning to the end; and while they are so doing, let 
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them frequently repeat to themselves these words:)nient. He had charged me very confidently | Berean has been guilty of palpable unfairness— 
* Jesus — — ym a bo . Savi ae with holding (on various subjects) sentiments| he calls me to leave this ground, and come to 
an,’ avio . aan . or) . . 
saan.’ By thin procedh a aanen ators 4| Which were never held by the early members| a “ point,’ expressed in terms which I have 


t a Divine person, will be perpetually confronte : " 
with the nagenee of the apestiianatredlves and the|0f the Society, but denied a thousand times] never used in any of my writings! I have kept 


result must be this—that ifour Lord wasnothinggreat-|——and when I had brought forward a variety} to the same views which were originally pre- 
er than a human being, if he was merely the son of| of copious extracts from the writings of the] sented to the public—referring to the seriptures 
Joseph and Mary, the evangelist must have spared no} oct eminent members of the Society, injand the writings of our primitive Friends— 


i jec » and difficult. He . 

pains to render his subject obscure an eae ‘ . a oe > nam fl = el 
‘aust have done, what the ancient philosophers affect- full accordance with what | had first published,| and this course I propose to pursue. I have 
edto do; he must have laboured to deliver his doctrine and brought into view the unfairness (on the| nothing to do with his unscriptural terms of 


in terms which should effectually hide it from the com-| part of the Berean) of passing over these, and] independent and underived divinity, which are 
mon herd of ee joa eth — a gathering up the arguments formerly used] now called the point, merely to give the con- 
riddles to raise the wonder of the muititude, an against distinct and separate personality, to} troversy a new direction : and thus relieve him 


must have reserved the explanation of them for a se- ; ge’ : . So ie 
lect company, whom he might judge worthy to be en- | SUPport the opposite extreme of unitarianism,| of the difficulties in which he is involved, ot 


trusted with the secret. If, on the contrary, Jesus| he, instead of meeting this body of evidence,| meeting the testimony of early Friends, full and 
Christ be truly the Son of God, and in the strictest} now standing in defence of what he had so} clear against him, at every point of doctrine 
sense, essentially one with the Father, then will] violently opposed—has recourse to a mere| which he has attacked. 
an ane? Soe high way wilt her —_ witticism, to cover his defeat—that I must hold But I must, he says, take up the subject or 
wherein the simple hearted shall never go astray.|@ doctrine between these opposite extremes, | these terms, never used by me, or abandon the 
Occasional ruggedness and obstruction may occur,| and suppose the Deity something between one| controversy, * and ask forgiveness of the Chris- 
as atrial of our patience and our faith. But the/and three. I give him full credit for his wit} tian world.” 
whole = = = a a a —it is however of the trifling kind—used| 1 am not aware that the Christian world \s 
paras satiety adhe se te ae. 120 merely to get by a serious difficulty with | at all dissatisfied with what I have written. 
commend this mode of studying a question of mea-}4 laugh—and leaves the case as it was—the| The pamphlet has been extensively circulated 
sureless importance to all, because it is a mode of} whole body of evidence I bad extracted from|the Doctrines have passed through two ed- 
which all are alike capable. There is no necessity|the writings of primitive Friends, standing in| tions in this country, and a third is now call- 
to consult ponderous and learned works. Nothing} fy} aeceordance with what T had previously | ed for—it has also been reprinted in England, 
is required but the sacred volume itself ; and een written, and himself proved to be an unfair! were | am informed it meets with a genera! 
sacred volume, especially the Gospel of St. John. : ] , 

writer. acceptance. In America the substantial body 


Let any one sit down to this task in a reasonable, ei J. ae me 
candid, and teachable frame of mind, and he will} With respect to the unitarianism attributed|of Friends are satisfied—it has been read by 
find his doubts melt —— away a _ to them, the Berean says, if | mean to say| persons not of our Society in the U. S. and I 
; seen: eo eee often shines in vain to the dis-) that they hold the doctrines of the sect so call-| might say beyond these limits also ; and though 
sulers O is WO . ° . ¢ 7 
— ed, he denies the charge. it is acknowledged that the principles which 
The Unitarians, | understand, believe that} distinguish Friends fromall other denominations 
Jesus Christ was a man like themselves ; in| are distinctly marked—yet no offence has been 
(Continued from page 260.) all respects like other men—subject to the| taken at the work, that | know of—except by 
We have been induced to suspend for some | 5#™me infirmities, being both fallible and habie! the Berean and its adherents, who are now 
time the valuable essavs under this head, not}t® sin—only that he was supernaturally in-| separating from the Society. And these must 
‘ > i ‘ sSc 3s « . - al = ¢ : Ow, 7 7 
from the least doubt in ourselves as to their|Structed and qualified for the execution of his be the Christian world, of whom 1 am called 
intrinsic merit, but partly, we may confess particular commission—that the benefits of upon to ask forgiveness. 
s . 3 a) BS5 - eae } 
from an apprehension, that some of our read- his sufferings and death, generally called the 
ers would prefer having the space which they| #tonement, Is one of the radical as well as the| — - 
occupy, filled up with articles, specially pre-| ost generally prevailing corruptions of the| THE FRIEND. 
pared for the purpose. We have however| Christian scheme—that he being only a man,| ~ ga a 
from various quarters, by letter and otherwise, his death could not, in any proper sense of the 
received so many intimations of a contrary| Word, atone for the sins of other men, and of, 
tendency, and from which it is apparent that| COUTSe that the sufferings, blood, and right-| 4 slight error occurred in our 43d number 
many of our readers look for their appearance | COUSHESS of Christ, have no more relation to| jn the statement relative to the forcible entry 
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with eagerness, that we have been encouraged| UF personal justification, than those of any) of Haddonfield meeting-house by the separa 
to prosecute our original intention of contin- other man—but that the practice of virtue 18) tists. It appears that the entry was not mac 
uing the republication of them, at Jeast so long the only ground of acceptance. They dis-| by forcing open a window shutter, as the win 
as they shall be sustained with the spirit and| believe in the existence of an evil being dis-| ggws were without shutters; but the sash 
talent which hitherto have distinguished them. | Ut from man—reject all mystery in religion,| which is secured by a spring, had been pre- 
For the sake of preserving the series unbroken, which they say cannot be supposed to contain | viously raised a little, so as to throw the spring 
we to-day introduce a detached article, but|4"Y Mysterious or incomprehensible doctrines out of the socket, and thus render it useless 
essentially a part of the discussion, placed at —and hold that to believe a doctrine which) tj window was opened by the separatists— 
the end of No. 5 of the * Repository ;’ and| W cannot comprehend, is impossible and ab-! ome of them entered at it, and opened the 
in subsequent numbers it is our intention to surd. rhe reader cannot fail to perceive that | doors of the house. To get to the window 
proceed with them in convenient portions and these principles are advocated in the Berean, | which was in the upper story, they had 
with greater regularity than heretofore. and form in fact the foundation of their system./ climb over an adjoining shed or back buil 

. Leaving the defence of the doctrines unan-} jng, 

THE BEREAN. swered, they say I must come to the point. and| "7 a 

The Berean of the 26th of the 6th month,| prove the underived, independent divinity of} 

which is the last that I have seen, contains a| Christ, or abandon the controversy, and ask} We have before us a letter from a respec 
short article acknowledging the reception of| forgiveness of “the Christian world’ for} table friend and subscriber, dated Columbiana 
the second and third numbers of the Reposi-| what I have wiitten. This No. of the Berean| county, Ohio, 9th. inst. from which we make 
tory. But instead of meeting or refuting any| being accidentally mislaid, I cannot exactly re-| the following abstract. 
of the arguments or evidence adduced in de-| cite his words to any great extent—such how-| “I should forbear saying any thing of lat« 


fence of the doctrines of Friends, or excusing! ever is the substance of what he says. commotions here, but thought a few remark: 
himself for the unfairness which has been prov-|_ While I have proved, undeniably, so far as| of the proceedings of some of the dissenters 


ed upon him, he merely makes a few efforts to| the subjects have come into examination, that}some from your country, might be accept 
divert the discussion from its present course,| what I had written is supported by the clear|able. Amos Peasly and Elisha Dawson maci 
which he, no doubt, finds extremely inconve-| declarations of our Friends—and that the) their appearance here in last month, and mac 
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To the Editor of “ The Friend.” 


The following account of the life and death 
of three distinguished individuals, has been 
drawn up in as short a manner as could conve- 


many intrusions in our meetings. At Car-| 
mel monthly meeting held at Elk River, they | 
appointed a meeting the day of the monthly 
meeting, and had general notice given, with-| 
out consulting (I believe) any of the members) niently be done. Iam noscholar, and if thou 
constituting it, and a large train accompanied) thinkest there will be a use in its insertion in 
them from New Lisbon, Salem, and other pla-| .< The Friend,” thou art at liberty to make 
ces; and after engrossing nearly all of the first) what corrections may be thought necessary. 
meeting, before proceeding to business they \ 7 ik 
were informed of the disunity Friends had with a 
those who had imposed themselves upon the} Jonaruan Linptey, an elder in the Society 
meeting as Friends ; and upon closing the par-| of Friends, deceased the 5th day of the 4th 
month, 1828, in his seventy-first year. Edu- 


tition Amos and Elisha were alternately re- 
cated in Orange county, North Carolina, soon 





quested to leave the meeting, as also a number 
of others who had been disowned by other 


5th day of the 5th month, 1828, aged forty- 
six years and ten days. For many years he 
had been an active member of Lick Creek 
monthly meeting, being much concerned for 
the advancement of the cause of truth, espe- 
cially the latter part of his time, and according 
to ability given, laboured for the removal of 
those desolating principles that are doing so 
much mischief in our once favoured Society. 
Being for several years afflicted with the 
cramp, which made him anticipate his end was 
near, he therefore settled his outward affairs, 
expressing a belief that the time was near at 
hand when he must bid farewell to all things 


after he attained to manhood, he engaged in| here below, with which he appeared to be fully 
mercantile pursuits, and by attention and fair! resigned, believing he was prepared for the 
some of them made many inconsistent and er-|and honourable dealing acquired a consider-| change; and during his last illness, which con- 
roneous statements. One made by Amos Peas-| able portion of wealth. Becoming disinclined) tinued four days, he bore up with much forti- 
ly was to this effect, if not verbatim—that he| to the incumbrances connected with such oc- < 


meetings, all of whom refused so to do, and 





belonged to Friends, (had never been disown- 
ed that he knew of,) and to the old yearly! 
meeting of Philadelphia reorganized, but ac-| 
knowledged there were a few self-styled ortho- 
dox there who had separated from them, 
amounting to about seven hundred, and out of} 
these there were one hundred coming over to} 
them every month. E. Dawson then made! 
some observations of the same equivocal cast, | 
after which Amos again rose, and said, he| 
would relate the cause and origin of the divi- 
sion among Friends, and began so todo. ‘The 
overseers, however, requested hit to take his 
seat and be quiet, or leave the meeting. He 
reluctantly complied, saying he would leave 
the meeting also if the meeting requested it,| 
which the meeting accordingly did. But still 
he refused, calling on the Friends to speak. | 
Only two members requested him to stay in. 
He was then informed that two members only 
requested his company, and such others as 
had made a like request were those who had 
accompanied them, and, in like manner, were 
intruders; of course, according to his promise, 
he was bound to leave the meeting. No dis- 
position to withdraw being manifested on the} 
part of the intruders, Friends could not with 
propriety proceed with the business, and there- 
fore adjourned to the second day following. 

‘I have been informed that Salem, Spring-| 
field, and Sandy-spring monthly meetings met| 
select, and thus kept out the intruders.” 

The letter proceeds to state some other par- 
ticulars relative to transactions which had| 
taken place, and the difficulties occasioned by 
the separatists, with which Friends in that 
country had to contend, and then adds, 

‘‘ At Salem quarterly meeting Friends met | 
with shutters closed, admitting members only, | 
and had a quiet solemn meeting. Elias Hicks| 
is now here, and [ am informed made an at-| 
tempt yesterday to go into the meeting of min-| 
isters and elders, but was refused. He ask-| 
ed the door keeper if he would use violence to| 
keep him out; the Friend replied, 
have to use violence to get in. E. H. held} 
several separate meetings in Salem. I find) 
from general observation that most if not all; 
but those who had previously become fixed in| 
their partiality to his erroneous views, have| 
been confirmed that some of the doctrine he| 
has advanced in this part of the country, is! 
unscriptural and of a dangerous tendency.”’ 





he would} 


|sired,in the spring of 1811 he removed with 


| ber. 


|was often on death and eternity, expressing, | 


| with it; and through his faithfulness and that of| 


| hand; and the first day before his close, he in- 


tude under the most excruciating pain. He 


has left a respectable family to lament their 
loss. 


cupation, and in the hope, that, by forming a 
settlement in the uncultivated forest, he might 
enjoy the retirement which he had long de- 


Owen Linptey, a member and elder of the 
Society of Friends, died the 3d day of the 6th 
month, 1828, aged 65 years, wanting six days. 
He was a native of North Carolina; in early 
c : _ life submitted to the baptizing power of truth, 

There were but few families of Friends liv-| and thereby was qualified to become an useful 
ing there at that period, and being near 200] member in the church, being at that time a 
miles from any meeting of the Society, they | member of Spring monthly meeting. 
concluded to hold one for worship once a| - : e 
week, of which he was a diligent attender; ex- | In the year 1810, he removed to Indiana, 
emplary in his deportment when there, and\@"d settled near where Lick Creek meeting- 
often encouraged his friends to faithfulness in| house now stands; and when the monthly 
this indispensable duty of adoration and wor-|™eeting was established there, he became a 
ship to the Author of their being. |very useful member therein. 

In 1813, a monthly meeting was established | 


; & | Exemplary in his conduct 
there, of which our friend was a useful mem-| 


all his children but one, (several of whom were 
married,) and settled near where Lick Creek 
meeting-house now stands. The other child 
had previously removed there. 


and dealings 
among men, he was beloved by all that knew 
hint of all denominations. Being of limited 
As the evening of life approached, he grew|circumstances, he laboured hard, having no 
more and more concerned to prepare for his} other means to support a large family: he had 
final change. For a number of years before!twenty children born, (having had two wives. ) 
his departure, the topic of his conversation} and although his outward circumstances were 
limited, he gave much of his time to the con- 
according to the course of nature, he could | cerns of Society. He bore his last illness with 
not stay long, and his greatest desire was to} Christian fortitude, which was not of long du- 
be ready for the change. When the pernici-| ration. 
ous doctrine of Elias Hicks was introduced | 
into the neighbourhood where he lived, he soon surprise that any could speak so lightly of Je- 
was favoured to see the danger thereof, and| 4, Christ and his attributes, for, if it was not 
faithfully warned his friends against meddling | ; 





Not long before his close, he expressed a 


7 


or the interest he felt in the dear Redeemer, 
. | how could he bear up in this trying moment? 
some others, it made ae little entrance im) At another time, he said, he felt no desire to 
the ‘monthly meeting. of which he was a mem=| recover, only to assist his family a little longer, 


er: ¢ > co d to be a faithful advocate : ‘ . 
b r; and he ce ntinue dto be a faithful advocat net ' was resigned to the Master’s will. 
for the cause of truth against those wild no-! 


tions to the end of his life. 3 








He had long been afflicted with severe at- 
tacks of the colick, and towards the latter part 
of his time they seemed to increase, which 
made him believe his final change was near at 


“ Methinks if you would know 
How visitations of calamity 
Affect the pious soul, ’tis shown you there! 
Look, yonder a® that cloud, which through the sky 
Sailing along, doth cross in her career 
The rolling moon! I watch’d it as it came, 
And deemed the deep opaque would blot her beams, 
But melting, like a wreath of snow, it hangs 
In folds of wavy silver round, and clothes 


vited all 


his children who were at meeting 
home 


with him, and at a suitable time told 
them he believed his change was near at hand, 


! ; | The orb with richer beauties than her own; 
which he said did not alarm him, believing,| Then passing, leaves her in her light serene. 
that, through divine mercy, he was prepared, 


Southey. 
with much more instructive and interesting —— 
conversation. The inward sighs of humble penitence 
Rise to the ear of Heaven, when pealed hymns 
Are scatter’d with the sounds of common air. 


Tuomas Lrnozey, son of Jonathan, died the Joanna Baillie, 
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FOR THE FRIEND. 
FRAGMENTS—-NO. 11. 


Thomas Story in the course of a religious tour 
came to London, where he met with a large number 
of Friends, whom he describes as “ well established 
in the truth,’ and many of them “great and able 
ministers of the gospel.” In reference to his own 
feelings, he says, “ considering the many talents of 
the ministers, their improvements thereof, experi- 
ence, discerning, and other attainments in the truth 
in their several degrees, their parts and qualifica- 
tions as men, as also the like qualifications of Friends 
there in general, together with the politeness, know- 
ledge, and understanding of the people in that place, 
I was kept very low in my mind and circumspect, 
having no courage of my own to appear in public 
among them. But the Lord knowing me altogether, 
my weakness, integrity, simplicity, and good mean- 
ing, supported my mind under all these considera- 
tions. And Aaron Atkinson, my intended compa- 
nion, having been in the city some time before, and 
observing him acceptable in his ministry among 
them, gave me an occasion of reasoning that I might 
ilso, probably, go through the meetings without of- 
fence, which was the full amount of my expectation 
or desire there. And that which added much to my 
encouragement, was the fatherly care and behaviour 
of the ministers in general, but especially of that 
great minister of the gospel, and faithful servant of 
Christ, William Penn; who abounded in wisdom, 
discretion, prudence, love, and tenderness of affec- 
tion, with all sincerity above most in this gene- 
ration, and indeed I never knew his equal; nor were 
Friends in general a-wanting to me in an open and 
tender friendship.” This account, while it furnishes 
an interesting view of the substantial character ot 
those worthies, exhibits, in the diffidence and de- 
ference evinced by T. Story, a striking contrast with 
the overweening confidence and disregard for reli- 
gious weight and experience produced by the prin- 
ciples, and manifested amongst the followers of Elias 


man said about twenty years. Alas for you, poor) which reasons all Christians ought to shun them as 
man, said the governor, 1am sorry for you. By this | engines of satan; and music and dancing having ge- 
we may clearly see, that such who walk most up to /nerally the same tendency, ought, therefore, to be 
what they profess, are in most esteem among the | refrained from. The sentiments of the Waldenses, 
more thinking and religious people; and the untaith-|a people in great esteem among Protestants, are 
ful and loose libertine professors of the truth are| worthy the consideration of all true Protestants and 
slighted, and I believe wi!l be more and more cast | Christians, which were, ‘ That as many paces or 
out as the unsavoury salt which is good for nought|steps as a man or woman takes in the dance, so 
in religion, and is indeed trodden under the feet of | many paces or steps they take towards hell.’ ” 
men.” L Anthony Morris. “ Our ancient and well esteem- 
William Sewell. Though many people at first| od friend was a member of this meeting at the early 
were shy, and would not deal with the Quakers be-| institution thereof, and in the year 1701, appeared 
cause of their non-conformity with the vulgar salu-|jy the ministry, and being obedient and faithful, he 
tation, and their saying thou and thee toa single | soon became acceptable and edifying, being sound in 
person instead of you, insomuch that some that were |word and doctrine. He was advanced to his forty- 
tradesmen lost their customers, and could hardly |seventh year when he engaged in this service, and 
get money enough to buy bread; yet this changed |having a prospect of = great werk before him, ve- 
in time, when people found by experience they could | quiring his close application,he drew his worldly busi- 
better trust to the words of these than to that of| ness into a narrow compass, and devoted his time 
those of their own persuasion. Hence it was, that | principally to the service of truth; not only visiting 
often when any came into a town, and wanted | neighbouring mectings, but also travelled through 
something, they would ask, where dwells a draper, | New Jersey, Long Island, Rhode Island, New England, 
or tailor, or shoemaker, or any other tradesman, that |and Maryland, and about the year 1715 performed a 
is a Quaker? But this so exasperated others, that| yisit to Friends in South Britain. He was early ap- 
they began to cry out, if we let these Quakers alone, pointed clerk of our monthly meeting, which service 
they will take the trade of the nation out of our] he performed many years to satisfaction ; being zeal- 
hands. Now the cause of their trades thus increas- jous and serviceable in the discipline, a diligent 
ing, was, because they were found upright in their| tender of all our religious meetings, careful in ob- 
dealings; for integrity did then shine out among |serving the time appointed, and often concerned to 
them above many others: i 
















































‘ 
ai 


1: to this the true fear Of/exhort such to amendment as were remiss herein. 
God led them, and to this they were exhorted from |[p his last illness, he expressed his free resigna- 


time to time.” ltion to the will of God, and in an humble, tender, 


Thomas Chalkley. ‘ One time I was at play ata} frame of spirit, mentioned the testimony Christ gave 
neighbour’s house with the children, and in the | concerning the woman, who poured on his head the 
midst of my sport I was reached with strong convic-| precious omtment, saying, * he was favoured with 
tion, insomuch that I could not forbear weeping. | the evidence in himself that he had done what he 
The children’s mother observing that I wept, said, icould, and feit peace :’ expressing at the same time 
‘why do you weep, Tommy?’ | told her | could |‘ that his hope for eternal salvation was alone in the 
not tell, except it was because I was a naughty boy, |}mercy of God, through his Son, Christ Jesus, the 
‘Oh! said she, ‘ don’t believe him, for that’s the jonly Saviour and Mediator.’ "—Testimony of Phila- 
devil tells you so, for you are the best boy in all our \delphia Monthly Meeting. 
street.” But I knew I was told the truth by con- 


. TT » oe 

Hicks Thomas Story was possessed of unusual] yiction, and that she was mistaken; for I plainly . 

talents, and was, doubtless, capable of acting a part| understood by clear conviction, and by the holy FOR THE FRIEND. 
which would have gained him reputation; but abid- scriptures, which I had been trained up in the read- “HICKS ON SCRIPTURE.” 

ing in humility, he saw his own place in the body, ing of, that I] was too vain and wanton; for | loved aid a. 

and felt that reverence and honour which the truth} music, dancing, and playing at cards, and too much The eleventh number of the Miscellaneous 


inspires towards those who have long stood the 
faithful and devoted companions of Christ. After 
travelling several weeks they arrived at Bristol, 
“ where,” he says, “lodging at our ancient and ho- 
nourable friend's, Richard Snead’s, one morning 
the canopy of the divine presence came over us in 
the family, and brought us all into right silence for a 
time; and then the holy spirit of prayer and suppli- 
cation came upon us. And whilst we were in that 
exercise, William Penn, who ever loved the truth in 
the meanest, came into the room and joined with us; 
and after him, that ancient, able, and eminent friend 
and minister of the Lord Jesus, Roger Haddock, 
who joined in the same likewise; and some others 
following them, all coming to see us, were favoured 
with the same visitation and good presence of the 
Lord our God, and the enjoyment of him together 
in the Beloved, to our great and mutual refreshment, 
edification, and consolation. This good season 
being over for the time, we had sweet and agreeable 
unity and conversation together, which proveda great 
strength and encouragement to my companion and} 
me to be thus favoured in the sight of those elders ; 
who, by their free, and fatherly, or rather brotherly 
behaviour towards us, then and from that time for- 
ward, declared a firm and settled friendship in the 
truth, which never waxed old or decayed.” 


delighted therein by times, and was followed with Repository, published by Elisha Bates, Mount 
the judgment of God therefor in the secret of my | Pleasant, Ohio, brings us intelligence of a new 
soul. WhatI did in these sports and games | al- 
ways took care to do out of the sight, and without 
the knowledge of my tender parents ; fur I was afraid |" le fi te f bl 
. : - - > > Pr oo t ¢ < . Re 
of their reproofs and corrections, the which | was {OF the people tor giving him a favourable re 
sure to have, if they had any intelligence of it. [|cepuon, and to persuade them that the great 
- ' . . 
remember that, unknown to my parents, | had bought |champion of their cause does really admit the 
a a of cards, with saan to — use of ie lauthenticity of the holy scriptures. They have 
, re se 7 “Ie s ae 1 - } z . * . 
- aon oa ae ee oe jmade out an extract from his sermon preached 
the time called Christmas, | went to see them, and | h l5th. 1826 
on my way went to a meeting, at which a minister |" Darby, 11th month 15th, 1826, and printed 
of Christ declared against the evil of gaming, and |it in the form of a handbuill, with a large awk 
particularly at cards; and that the time which people | ward border, and headed “ Hicks on Scrip 
pretend to keep holy for Christ’s sake, many of} ye.” 
them spend mostly in wickedness, sports, and games, | ; ’ ] 
From this meeting at Wanstead I went to the house | rhe object of the said extract is to show 
of my relations, where the parson of the next parish |** at how high a rate” the preacher values the 
lodged that might, who = to play — with them) sacred writings, and what “‘great advantage” 
. > s a ps » w *% t 4 t we [a >! - ™ 
sometimes, and the time drawing near rat were lhe has received from the perusal of them. as 
to go to our games, my uncle called to the doctor, | -~ ti 
as he called him, to me, and to my cousin, to come |Well as to fix the charitable imputation ot 
and take a game at cards; at which motion | had |“ falsehood upon all those who dare to ques- 
strong convictions upon me not to do it, as being evil. |tion the sincerity of his belief in them. The 
And | secretly eried to the Lord to keep me faithful 
to him; and lifting up my eyes, I saw a Bible lie in | ny 
~ } . ec ree - re are se Ww nee t 
the window, at the sight of which | was glad. y | the di aes here are those who asse 
John Richardson. “The governor of Virginia] took it, and sat down and read to myself, greatly re- | that I disbelieve the scriptures, and that I wa- 
wanted a cooper to mend his wine, cider, and ale} joicing that I was preserved out of the snare. Then|dervalue them. But there is not a greater 
casks, and some told him there was a workman near,| my uncle called again, and said,‘ come, doctor, you 
but he was a Quaker; he said if he was a work-| and I, and my wife and daughter, will have a game atibe the fact that there is not a greater false- 
man, he made no matter what he professed. So the} cards, for I see my cousin is better disposed.’ Then | ot . a the 
Quaker, such as he was, was sent for, and came|he looked upon me, and said, ‘ he was better dispos- hood expressed among mankind than the above 
with his hat under his arm. The governor was some-| ed also.’ So their sport for that time was spoiled, | assertion, the proof of it must be plain and ir- 
what at ee to see the man come in after that|and mine in that practice for ever; for | never, as|resistible; and it is not a little surprising that 
<<" o and asked if he was the cooper he had sent} | remember, played with them more, but as soon as |< Jarge a number of persons should have been 
or. He said, yes: Well, said the governor, are not| [ came home, offered my new and untouched pack deceived in regard to the real opinions of 
you a Quaker? Yes, replied the man, I am so call-| of cards to the fire. And of this I am certain, the |“~’ : a P me 
ed, but I have not been faithful. He then asked, how| use of them is of evil consequence, and draws away | Elias Hicks on this subject. | hope, however, 


long have you been called a Quaker? The poor|the mind from heaven and heavenly things; for|in the course of the present essay to be able 


‘and singular mode adopted by the partisans of 
| Elias Hicks in the west, to prepare the minds 


following extracts will elucidate the drift of 


| falsehood expressed among mankind.” If it 
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to show, that those who make the assertion of racy, and of course assuming the responsibili- 


his disbelief in the sacred volume, have at least 
a plausible ground on which to found their 
opinion; and that many of his expressions do 
really undervalue the scriptures in a manner 
which must shock the feelings of every sincere 
Christian. He further says, “ Pe rhaps there 
are none who have read them more than my- 
self, and I presume, according to my know- 


ledge, no man has received more advantage | 


than I have, and continue to have, from read- 
ing them, &c.’’ Now, I will not pretend to 
scan the measure of Elias Hicks’ “ know- 
ledge,” but I think any one who has read his 
discourses must be convinced, that he has read 
the scriptures very differently from the great 
bulk of those who are blessed with them. ‘To 
mention only one instance, which may exem- 
plify my meaning, there is his admirable com- 
ment on our Saviour’s kissing Judas, which 
he eulogises with much verbosity, and makes 
the basis of some practical moral precepts. 
But, unhappily for the speaker's argument, it 
turns out that Jesus did not kiss Judas, but 
that Judas kissed Jesus; not in token of his 
love or affection for him, but asa signal to 
those with whom he had preconcerted to be- 
tray him. The reader may see the passage 
in Hicks’ sermons published in Philadelphia, 
1825. I might also adduce the instances 
where he makes the trees of the garden of 
Eden to be the propensities of the human 
heart—the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil to be God himself—and his denial of 
many plain facts which are related with a mi- 
nuteness and precision that place them beyond 
the reach of contradiction; all which show but 
too clearly, that his reading of the scriptures, 
however extensive, has been more with a view 
to cavil at their contents, than to derive ad- 
vantage from the sacred truths which they con- 
tain. 


That he is indebted to them for the small 
portion of good sense, and the few moral pre- 
cepts which his sermons contain, I fully be- 
lieve; the reason why he quotes from them in 
his preaching is not less clear. He is too we a 
acquainted with the views and fee ‘lings of 
Christian community not to know that a ser- 
mon in which no reference was made to the 
Bible would be put poorly relished by a large 
portion of his hearers. But | well remember 
hearing him say on more occasions than one, 
that his quoting the scriptures was in conde- 
scension to the superstition and weakness of 
the people, because they were so wrapped up 
in them—that his object was to draw them ofl 
from the scriptures by degrees, for he verily 
believed it would be much better to preach 
entirely without them.* 

shall now make a few quotations from a 
volume of sermons published by Marcus T. 

. Gould in the present year, to which is pre- 

fixed a letter from Elias, certifying their accu- 


* In his sermon at Little Creek, Delaware, he 
says, “I might bring forth a great portion of the 
scripture, my friends, but all fo No PURPOSE, and why? 
Because it is nothing but letter, and till we attend to 
the gift of God, and are willing to be guided by its 
direction and influence, we never can know God.” 
Page 104, 


? ee 
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ty for the sentiments promulgated in them. 
Ina sermon preached at Horsham, he de- 
clares, ‘* The garden of Eden, so called, was 
never located on earth: there never was an out- 
ward garden of Eden; there never was an out- 
/ward tree of life, nor an outward tree of the 
‘knowledge of good and evil, that men could 
see with their outward eyes, or taste the fruit 
of with their n: aturel senses—it was a spiritual 
| tree. { 
Here is a positive denial of a fact which the 
sacred writers as positively assert—both can- 
not be true. Either the inspired penmen have 
stated what never existed, and thus imposed 
on the credulity of mankind, or else the asser- 
tion of Elias Hicks is absolutely false. It is 
easy to perceive that a man who can make 
such declarations does not only “ disbelieve’’ 
but greatly ‘* undervalue” the holy scriptures, 
and the direct tendency of such sentiments is 
entirely to destroy their credibility. 
the truth of their historical narrative on the 
most doubtful footing; and must, if accredited, 
render every fact recorded there extremely 
apocryphal. He might with equal propriety 
declare = there never was such a man as 
Adam, or Moses 
ites, or such prophe ts as Samuel, Isaiah, Eze- 
kiel, and Joel—in a word, h» has just as good 
reason to declare that such a personage as Je- 
sus Christ never appeared on earth, nor was 
the system of Christianity ever promulgated 
by him and his apostles. ‘The record respect- 
ing either or all of them is not a whit more} 


%9 
—page ~ Pes 


ing to the facts which he denies with such un- 
blushing assurance. 

Wilmington sermon.——‘* There are 
ness of their hearts, that it (Iden) was some 
located spot upon the earth; but what weak 
creaturcs in every thing spiritual and wise”’ 
[mes must be].—page 47, 48. 

‘The scriptures cannot be evidence for 
themselves no'more than men. The whole 
truth of them depends upon the spirit of truth 
| that inspired the men who were under its in- 
‘| fluence when they wrote them. And here we 
see the way that these scriptures do so much 
mischief in the world. It all rises from men 
trying to interpret them; for they all interpret 
them wrong when they undertake to do it in 
their own way. The inspired part is beyond 
the power of all mortals to interpret-—we must 
come to the Spirit, for that is the only thing 
that can interpret them for us.”’-—Ibid. 

If this be not undervaluing the scriptures, I 
am ata loss to conceive what would constitute 
undervaluing them. The different portions of 
holy writ are certainly strong evidence for 
each other, and by careful comparison, pre- 
sent a mass of internal testimony for the ge- 
nuineness and authenticity of the whole, which 
must be irresistible in the view of every dis- 
yassionate and careful inquirer. 

That the sacred volume was written by di- 
vine inspiration, and that the assistance of the 
holy Spirit is necessary to a right understand- 
ing and practical use of its invaluable contents, 
is undeniable; but to assert that its “ whole 
truth depends’ on what every man chooses to 


It places | 


suc ha pe ople as the Israel-| 





clearly and strongly enforced than that relat-| our souls.’ 


consider revelations made to his own mind, is 
preposterous; it is to subject them to the fluctu- 
ations and contradictions of every wild and be- 
wildered imagination—since what a man may 
admit to be true to- Gays he may flatly pro- 
nounce false to-morrow ; and the vagaries in 
which Elias Hicks himself has indulged _re- 
specting them, are alone sufficient to evince 
the absurdity of his position. If, moreover, 
they “do so much mischief in the world,” cer- 
tainly none but the initiated ought to be allow- 
ed the use of them, which would bring us back 
to the practice of the dark ages of superstition 
and bigotry, when the Bible was locked up 
from the use of all but the clergy, and the com- 
mon people compelled to receive their exposi- 
tion of the text as unquestionable truth. 

To speak of “ the inspired part” of them, is 
to imply that there are parts of them that are 
uninspired, and which consequently can have 
no higher claims on our belief than the writ- 
ings of any profane author—another instance 
of his manner of undervaluing of the sacred 
text. 

Wilmington sermon.—* But the law of Is- 
| rael written upon tables of stone is not for us ; 
ithe law of God upon the tables of the heart 
supersedes all of them. We are under no ne- 
jee ssity to apply to them to know the will of 
| God, because they cannot teach us his will. 
If we begin at Genesis and go to the end of the 
Old Testament, there is nothing re that will 
tell us the Lord’s will concerning us, because 
we must know his will from his own mouth, 
and from the w ng of his own finger upon 
*—page 6 

Stanton sermon.—* And hence it is of great 
importance to us who read the scriptures, that 


some | We understand them rightly, or otherwise they 
foolish men who have supposed in the foolish-| do us abundantly more harm than good, 


There 


is great danger of being wrongly directed by 


ther “m; and it ‘is fatal oftentimes.”’—page 76. 
That the scriptures are ever productive of 
“abundantly more harm than good,” I can 
never admit to be true. Our early Friends 
positively declared against this dangerous er- 
ror, asserting that “the scriptures could not 
beguile any man.’’ Men may pervert and 
wrest them to their own destruction, but the 
fault is in themselves, and the mischief must 
rest on their own heads, not on the scriptures, 
which are not merely innocent, but highly in- 
structive and useful. If there is so great dan- 
ger of being ‘wrongly directed by them,” they 
are certainly an unsafe book to place in the 
hands of the people; and if their direction 
is oftentimes fatal, they ought at once to be 
suppressed ; because the salvation of one soul 
is of infinite value, and ought not to be risk- 
ed even © procure the benefit which man- 
kind may derive from them. How is it pos- 
sible that Elias Hicks can deliberately declare 
that he does not undervalue the sacred volume, 
when he indulges himself in such injurious and 
unfounded accusations against it? It is im- 
possible to reconcile his discrepant assertions, 
and the charge of falsehood which he so con- 
fidently arrays against those who disapprove of 
his sentiments must recoil upon himself. What 
could more completely decry and bring into dis- 
repute those inestimable writings than to incul- 
cate the idea that there is nothing in them that 
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will tell us the Lord’s will; that they are capable 
of doing us abundantly more harm than good— 
that there is great danger of being wrongly di- 
rected by them, and that this direction is often 
fatal to the souls of men. Was this the case 


with the work of any profane author, ancient or|cause which can save men, but they are 
| mere effect of that cause, pointing us to the 


modern, would not every enlightened and bene- 
volent mind unite in endeavouring to suppress 
and destroy it ? Could any one who had a just 
sense of the awfulness of eternity, and the infinite 
value of an immortal soul, withhold his aid in the 
work of extermination? Surely not. And if this 
be the case with profane writings, how much 
more with the holy scriptures, which, from the 
general credence accorded to them by Chris- 
tians, and the powerful influence and authority 
which they have justly obtained, must be capa- 
ble of producing far more “dangerous” and 
fatal” results? 

Little Creek Sermon.—‘* And it 
seem manifest to every mind that if we would 
believe as we ought, the knowledge of that 
book called the Scriptures cannot be any thing 
necessary—for when we look over Christen- 
dom where they have this book, do we find 
many more who are certain that they will be 
saved, than we find in other nations /—I have 
doubted it.’’—p. 115. 

By the same mode of reasoning we must 
infer that the knowledge of the C hristian re- 
ligion, with all the benefits accruing from it, 
is entirely useless—that it “ cannot be any thing 
necessary,’ and therefore we might as well 
return to the dark and ignorant condition of 
unenlightened barbarians. 

Darby Sermon.—* And need we go to the 
Bible to learn those lessons which I have men- 
tioned? No, my friends; we have them all 
recorded in our own minds, so that no man 
need say to us, know the Lord, because our 
Preserver is ever with us, to instruct us ac- 
cording to our necessity and needs : and there- 
fore he can revive and open instruction in 
the minds of those who have never read these 


would 


accounts.— All 


reater one, than the scriptures, called the 
Bible, or the Old and New ‘Testaments ; bound 
up ina book. ‘These scriptures are nothing 
but writings; and or they are nothing 


but the effect of a cause—they are not the 
the 


cause. 7 he *y were W ritte n by inspired men a 
great while ago, and they are nothing but a his-, 
tory. And | say, they may be as great a 
stumbling block as any, hen people are led 
away to believe that the scriptures or writings 
contained in the Bible, are a sufficient rule of 
faith and practice, in every thing that we do 
on earth, to gain a reconciliation with the 
God of heaven.’ 

The reader will observe that he not only 
makes the Scriptures *‘ entirely non-essential,’ | 
but even declares that “ there is not a greater 
stumbling block than they are ;”’ while to cast a 
shade over their authenticity wal authority he 
tells us they are nothing but writings, written | 
a great while ago——nothing but a history ; and|“ 
he might with as much truth have added, as I] 
once heard him declare, “ they were written 
by nobody knows who.’ The scriptures are| 
much more than a mere history.—If those parts| 
which are not historical were separated from| 
the other portions, they would probably form| 
more than a moiety of the whole. His asser-| 
tion is therefore untrue. 

Trenton Sermon.—* It is of great import-| 
ance that we understand the scriptures rightly, | 
for if we do not, they will do us a world of| 
harm. For Tury ARE THE GREATEST ENGINE 
TO DO US HURT, OF ANY IN THE WORLD, the! 
children of men place so much confidence and 
faith in them.”’—p. 220—221. 

‘ And are we not thus shown, that all the 


"—p. 138—139. 


reading of the scriptures, the prophets and| 
the law, kept them in darkness, and divided| 
jare attached the names of two Friends, 
| would be an honour to any Society to which 


the Israelites, as it now divides Christians ?”’ 


—p. 238 
These last quotations evince a degree of 
| 


these necessary truths, we|hardihood and daring, of which I could scarce sly | 


authors, modern or more remote, a single pass- 
age which breathes a spirit more directly and 
bitterly hostile to the volume of inspiration than 
those | have quoted. They evince a de gree 
of etlrontery, of disbelief in the se riptures, of 
desire to lessen their influence and under- 
value their worth, which e ompletely routs 
and puts to flight his empty professions ef the 
frequency of his perusal and the benefits he 
has derived from them. — It is in vain to ore ss 
an esteem for the sacred pages, or a belief i 
the invaluable records which the »y contain. 
while he is striving with so much industry to 
destroy all faith in their excellence y. Such spe- 
cious pretences may deceive the unwary and 
the ignorant for the moment, but ere long the 
truth must be manifest, and the disappointme nt 
and disgust of the deluded will be increased by 
the artifice which has been practised upon 
them. It reminds me of the treachery of 
Joab to Amasa, who, when saluting him ‘with 
the affectionate and apparently sinc ere inquiry, 

Art thou in health, my brother?’ embraced 
the opportunity to smite him with the weapon 
of death. 

LUTHER. 


FOR THE FRIEND. 


An anonymous pamphlet has lately appear- 
led, purporting to be a review of the epistle 
|issued by Friends at their late yearly meeting 
in New York. It is well for the credit of the 
writer that it is anonymous. If his character 
does not stand higher in the estimation of the 
community than that of one of the individuals 
who is said to have been active in its publica- 
| tion, there are pretty strong reasons for con- 
\cealment. It does not, however, ve ry well 
become those who complain so bitterly of ano- 
nymous publications, to reply anonymously 
to an epistle from a yearly meeting, to which 
who 


they might belong. 
I can hardly suppose that the author and his 


find in all nations, where the Bible has never | believe even Elias Hicks, with all his character-| coadjutors re rally think that they have broug!t 
istic temerity, to be capable, were | not compell-| out a very luminous or convincing production 


This sentence not only greatly disparages | ed to admit the correctness of the re porter, | The honest and disc 1iminating among them 


been seen.’—p. 132 


the usefulness of holy scripture, but actually | from the testimony of Elias’s own letters, whe re| cannot but perceive the we akne ss of the Cause 
makes a knowledge of the outward coming of|he states that he has read the discourses and| they are espousing. They must see, that, in a 
our Lord Jesus C hrist, his doctrines and pre-|found them “ very correct.’’ While since re | total absence of all argument, recourse is had 
cepts, entirely nee sdiess. Nations who have|Christians of every age and country have| to mere declamation, and that nearly the whole 
never seen the Bible have little or no idea of} united in grateful acknowledgement of the ad- | pamphlet is of this character. 1 must, how- 
that glorious and mighty event, or of the bless- | vantages which they have received through| ever, give the author the credit of making a 


ings which it procured for mankind ; yet Elias 
Hicks declares that all necessary truths are 
found in all nations where the Bible has never 
been seen. Therefore, the truths of the Chris- 


the medium of the sacred scriptures—while| true statement in the first ‘tree sentences.— 


the testimony of the holy apostles of Jesus| He s says, * the passions and feelings, casting 
Christ our Lord bears witness, that “ they are| off all restraint, rage with unrelenting fury, 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc t-| and exhibit themselves to the world in the most 


tian religion, as recorded by the evangelists and |tion, for instruction in righteousness,” and! hideous, malignant, and ghastly forms.”” This 
apostles, are not “ necessary truths.”’ What|that they “ are able to make wise unto salv: a-|i is truth—now for the exe mplification of it. 
ideas can we entertain of a pretended minister tion through faith which isin Christ Jesus:” this} At the opemng of the late yearly meeting 
of religion, who thus contemptuously re ec ts|}modern unbeliever pre sumptuously declares! in New York, Friends atte mpted to proceed 
the offered mercies and blessings of a gracious|that they will “do us a world of harm’’--} wit! the transaction of their business in the 
God, in sending his only begotten Son, both to|that all the re ading of them produces dark- ordinary way. ‘The clerk read the commen- 
be a light to the world, and to ofler himself} ness and division among Christians, as it did) cing minute, and called the names of the re- 
up as a sac rifice of atonement for the sing of| among the Israelites; in a word, thet “ THEY) presentatives. The meeting was then organ 
his rebellious children ? ARE THE GREATEST ENGINE TO po US HURT] ized, and prepared to go on with the busine "SS 
‘ You know there are a great many other|or ANY IN THE wortp!”’ I challenge his} But according to the uniform custom of the 
deen held up by the professors of religion,| friends. or his opponents, to produce from | Society, the meeting must be select before any 
which are entirely non-essential in relation to|the writings of Paine, of Voltaire, Hume, | farther business could be entered upon. Here 
our salvation, and there [““they’’] are all stum-| Morgan, or of Tindal, indeed from any whose} it will be seen that Friends wished no innova- 
bling blocks. And perhaps there is not a|name is enrolled in the dark c atalogue of infide ‘I| tion. ‘They wished to introduce no new cus 
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tom. But not so the Hicksites. They were 
determined to acknowledge the separatists of 
Pennsylvania, let the consequences be what 
they wight. The impropriety of this measure|into much confusion. 
vas urged by Friends, and the dangerous con-| 
sequences of innovation were fully pointed out. | 
The more, however, Friends pressed the ne- 
cessity of adhering to the line of order, the 
more angry the Hicksites grew, till at length a! 
scene ensued that defies all description. Seve-| the yearly meetin 


ears rather sooner than they intended. 


into great straits to know how to proceed. | 


The| robbers, when those very robbers threaten to 
authors of it were discovered, and their false-| steal their money? 


hoods so proved upon them, as to bring them] not blame the clerk that he took measures to 


Defeated in every at-| prevent the yearly meeting from beimg robbed 
ternpt to mnjure his character, they are brought! of its property. 


If not, then they should 


The books of the yearly meeting are for the 
The most feasible attempt seems to them to|use of the Society, not for those who have se- 
be, to make many complaints that he did not | parated from it—not for those who have aban- 
bring the book of minutes to the first sitting of doned the practices and principles of it—not 


) ) g, and to invent as many|for those who openly and avowedly acknow- 


ral attempts have been made to describe it,| falsehoods in relation to it as possible. 
but they all come very far short of the truth. 
When I savy there was a mingled sound of liss- 


It is ledge the separatists of Pennsylvania. ‘There- 
asserted over and over again, with as much|fore, the clerk, as a faithful guardian of its 
confidence, as if those who make the aszertion | property, could not expose it to the depreda- 


ing, clapping of hands, thumping the walls| believe what they themselves say, “that he|tion of ‘* strong armed young men’ urged on 
with umbrellas, canes, &c. together with abu-| had, with a view of deceiving the meeting,|by desperate old men. 


sive and profane expressions, the reader may | brought some brown paper to represent the | 
have some faint idea of the scene. No per-| yearly meeting’s books.” If to bring a port) 
son, however, can have an adequate one who) tolio, with blank paper, on which to write) 
was not an eye witness. If even then he had| what might be necessary, together with such | 
as many eyes as the fabled Argus, he could| minutes as might be called for during that sit- 
not see the half. Now,as disgraceful as this| ting, is to bring “ some brown paper to deceive} 
scene was, Elias Hicks acted the part of a|the meeting,” then the clerk must plead guilty. | 
leader in it. When the clerk attempted to} When was the question ever put toa clerk} 
read a minute, removing the sitting of the| before, whether he had lying on the table a book | 
yearly meeting, from the intrusion of those|containing the yearly meeting’s minutes for a 
who had no right to be present, he rose hastily,| series of years past? All that concerns the | 
and called out, “ don’t let him read it.”’ This| meeting is, whether he is fully prepared with} 
brought out his partisans in the manner above! minutes and documents to transact the regular| 
described. Finding that they had gone so far| business of that sitting. "The Hicksites really | 
as to injure his cause, he attempted to check) pretend, in this instance, to more ignorance | 
them, but was unable to effect it. He had|than I think them guilty of. ‘They speak as 
raised so great a noise that his own voice could| though they thought it necessary for the clerk 
not be heard many yards. He had spurred| always to carry to and from every sitting the} 
his horse so powerfully that he regarded) large book of minutes, and as though it always 
neither bit nor rein. As soon as his wishes were | had been done. If it is ignorance, I can say} 
known by his expression, “ don’t let him read|it is unpardonable in those who talk so much | 
it,”’ his followers made much such an uproar as| about the concerns of the Society. But sup- 
that at Ephesus, when the promiscuous multi-| posing this had always been done in time past; | 
tude (* the more part knew not wherefore they| in the present instance it would have been an| 
had come together’’) cried out for the space of| unjustifiable betraying of trust to have done | 
two hours, “ great is Diana of the Ephesians.”’|it. ‘The clerk was entrusted with the yearly | 
This is, in my opmion, a striking illustration | meeting's property, and, as the faithful guar- 
of “ the passions and feelings casting off all) dian of such a trust, he would have been highly 
restraint, and raging with unrelenting fury.”’|culpable to place it in jeopardy. That it 
The conduct of Friends on this trying occa-| would have been in jeopardy at the opening 
sion, was such as became the noble cause in| of the yearly meeting, no one of the least dis- 
which they were engaged. They pursued a|cernment can for a moment doubt. Who can 
firm, steady, and undeviating course, and with-| doubt that a plan was laid to take violent and 
out any other emotion than that of pity for| forcible possession of the books and papers 
those who had thus “ cast off all restraint, and| belonging to the yearly meeting, when threats 
given vent to unrelenting fury.”” When the| were thrown out by several of the Hicksite 
clerk had read his minute, removing the sitting | leaders, previous to the meeting, that such was 
of the yearly meeting, Friends rose and re-|their intention 


: ? A principal leader among 
tired with dignity and composure, without one} them, one who probably thinks himself entit- 


, ° —T . | ° ° 
angry expression, or one word of recrimina-|led to be considered second in command, on 


tion. ‘The clerk, On whom so much obloquy | his return from Purchase quarterly meeting, a 
is attempted to be cast, conducted with a mild-|short time before the yearly meeting, said at 


\the house of the principal Hicksite leader in 
|that quarter, “that it would be a vain thing 
Various and reiterated have been the at-| for the orthodox to endeavour to keep posses- 
tempts of his enemies to destroy his character | sion of the books, for there would be enough 


and reputation; all, however, withour effect | strong armed young men at the yearly meet- 
where he is known. ‘The last year they pub-| ing,” 


ness, firmness, and decision, that might be ex- 
pected from his character. 


Another more principal leader still, | 
lished, as an electioneering measure, a drama,|said about the same time, “the young men of 
in which the clerk and assistant clerk were at-| New York will get the books for us.” I state | 
tempted to be ridiculed. This, however, did|the above circumstances on undeniable evi-| 
not succeed. They were both re-appointed. | dence of a character above suspicion. Would, 
That this might not again take place, a report] then, the clerk be justifiable in bringing the 
was raised that he had become so involved in| books to meeting, when he had reason to ex- 
debt, as to be in a state of actual insolvency. 
This, they thought, would surely effect his 


downfall; but, happily, the report got to his 


pect an organized attempt to take them from 
him by violence? Would the Hicksites be 
willing to travel a particular road infested with 





CoRRECTOR. 
—— 
From Littell’s Religious Magazine. 
EVENING HYMN. 
Lord of Glory! King of power! 
In this lone and silent hour, 
While the shades of darkness rise, 
And the eve is on the skies, 
And the twilight’s glances set, 
And the starry watch has met ; 
Ere each welcome couch is prest, 
Ere we seek our wonted rest; 
Be thy blessing as the dews, 
Which yon shaded skies diffuse, 
Pour'd with healing influence 
O’er the fast relaxing sense. 
Bid our feverish passions cease, 
Calm us with thy promis’d peace ; 
And thy guardian presence spread 
Round each undefended head, 
Till the fires of morning burn, 
Till the wheels of light return. 


From the phantoms of the night, 
J)reaming horror, pale affright, 
Thoughts, which rack the slumbering breast, 
Fears, which haunt the realm of rest, 
And the wounded mind’s remorse, 
And the tempter’s secret force : 
Hide us ‘neath thy mercy’s shade, 
Shield us with thy might display’d. 
Yet not here reveal'd alone, 

Be thy power to comfort known; 
Wheresoe’er the brow of pain 

Seeks oblivion’s balm in vain, 

Or the form of watchful grief 
Knows not of the night’s relief; 
There thy pity softening pour, 
There the spirit’s calm restore; 

Till each tongue, from ’plaining fre¢ 
Wakes the hymn of praise to Thee ! 
Yet a deeper shade than now 

Waits to shroud each mortal brow, 
And a gloom, when none can save, 
E’en the midnight of the grave, 
Where our fathers’ relics rest, 

Now no more with wo opprest; 

As the parch’d and withering grass, 
Soon our fieeting forms shall pass, 
And our mortal course be o'er, 

And our place beheld no more. 
Grant, then, at our being’s close, 
When that long and last repose 
Blends us with our kindred dust, 
Firm on Thee may be our trust, 
And our hopes with dread unmix’d, 
On the Rock of Ages fix’d, 

Till the sun of truth ascending, 
Wakes a morn which knows no ending. O 








Unasuming modesty and diffidence, engage that 
respect and attention, which is often refused to posi- 
tive assertion and confidence.—Dillwyn’s Reflections. 
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